
   
 

   
 

    

South London Refugee Association 
The Woodlawns Centre 
16 Leigham Court Road 

SW16 2PJ 
020 3490 3443 

 

Role description: Volunteer Lead Cook 

 
South London Refugee Association (SLRA) supports refugees, asylum seekers and 
vulnerable migrants who live, work or study in South London.  SLRA provides advice 
and support to assist our clients to build stable and secure lives for themselves and 
their families. 
 
SLRA runs two weekly Advice Drop-Ins for adults and families, where volunteers support 
with housing, welfare benefits, asylum support and immigration advice. All visitors are 
invited for a hot meal for lunch during our drop-ins.  
 

We are currently seeking a 
new lead cook volunteer for 
our session on 

Monday 10am-2pm in 
Balham (SW12 9BS) 
 

 

 
This is a crucial role to support our services and support us providing assistance and a 
welcoming space to all our visitors.  
 

This role includes: 

 Preparing and cooking lunch at our drop-in for approximately 50 people 
 Work together with our kitchen volunteers – share the tasks accordingly 

between the kitchen volunteer team 
 Occasionally do some additional grocery shopping in case donations do not 

suffice  
 Working Hours: Monday, 10am until 2pm 

 
 



   
 

   
 

Skills and competencies: 

 Experience of cooking for larger groups of people in a community setting 
 Ability and creativity to improvise with donated ingredients, as food donations 

often arrive last minute and you have to cook with what is available  
 Sensitivity and awareness in assuring our food is suitable for all people who visit 

our drop-in 
 Excellent interpersonal skills to work with people from a range of backgrounds 

and across linguistic barriers 
 A commitment to the rights of refugees and asylum seekers and a non-

judgmental attitude 
 Punctuality and reliability 
 Additional languages are an advantage 

 

Learning and development in this role: 

 All our volunteers attend an initial induction, training around safeguarding 
vulnerable clients, and training to use the secure client database. 

 You will receive an induction into our kitchen facilities and there will be formal 
and informal opportunities throughout the year to learn more about cooking in 
community settings, community work with migrants and refugees, and other 
issues affecting SLRA clients, including internal and external training. 

 You will work within a diverse team in a very rewarding environment.  
 

To get involved: 
Please complete our volunteer application form and send it to Semsem Hassan: 

By email: semsem@slr-a.org.uk  

or by post:  SLRA, The Woodlawns Centre, 16 Leigham Court Road, SW16 2PJ 

About SLRA: 
South London Refugee Association (SLRA) supports refugees, asylum seekers and 
vulnerable migrants who live, work or study in South London. SLRA provides advice and 
support to assist our clients to build stable and secure lives for themselves and their 
families. Through our support we aim to:  

 Reduce isolation  
  Improve health and wellbeing  
 Promote equal access to service provision  
 Relieve stress and poverty 

 
In addition to two weekly advice drop-ins for adult clients and families, we run a weekly 
youth club, ESOL classes for adults, a women's group, and a programme of positive 
activities and outings.  
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